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VARANDRA
SNOFESTIVALEN Kiruna Snow Festival, Sweden
22 to 25 January 2025

This interdisciplinary excursion was a journey
into the snow, 200 kilometers above the Arc-
tic Circle. There we formed a walk-in sculpture
from a 3x3x3 meter block of snow, meaning

27 cubic meters and weighing around 20 tons.
We had developed the concept experimentally
in Wismar shortly before. VARANDRA
(translated: each other) transforms the structure
that builds itself from frozen soap bubbles.

It 1s inspired by light and darkness, stability and
fragility, inner and outer spaces and mutual
interaction. Soap bubbles, like snow, are a sym-
bol of transience. VARANDRA is a perma-
nent, playful yet thoughtful reflection of a rela-
tionship based on communication and mutu-

al transformation. We were in direct contact
and in collaboration with international ice and
snow experts from various design professions.
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We also visited the nearby ICEHOTEL in
Jukkasjarvi (an ephemeral architecture made
of ice and snow), the new Kiruna Art Gallery
and the Kiruna Music Festival. Kiruna, the
northernmost city in Sweden, is character-
ized by a gigantic underground iron ore mine
in the middle of the vastness of the Arctic
mountains. We experienced the unique urban
development there; a mixture and conflict

of Swedish and Sami cultures as well as deep
winter temperatures. Beyond the festival,
the resulting sculptures will be on display in
Kiruna’s new public city center until the end

of winter.

Prof. Ilka Raupach
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Soap films are minimal surfaces in physical
perfection. When the bubbles in the foam
connect with each other, the resulting connec-
tions are always as short as possible. Playful
investigation of this phenomenon was trans-
ferred into an architectural form and ab-
stracted again.

The scale, as well as the external and internal
eftect, ultimately molded the sculpture into

a spatial structure that can not only be viewed
but also entered, creating new perspectives
relative to the beholders location.

Aboscha Schmudt
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